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Environmental Hustings
Over 70 people representing environmental groups from across NI 
came together at an environmental hustings event to challenge the 
political parties to outline their green credentials in advance of the 

May 2011 Assembly Elections.

Full articles can be viewed online at www.nienvironmentlink.org

NIEL-NIEA conference 2011
The annual NIEL-NIEA conference 'From Message to Behaviour 
Change' and the first stage of the Building Change Trust project 
took place on March 7th, featuring speakers from government, 
business, academia and community groups.

Big spring clean for TIDY NI
From 8th to 17th April 2011 Northern Ireland will be given a 
makeover to freshen up those grimy street corners, beaches, 
fields and roadsides ready for everyone to enjoy in the summer.

NIRO passed by Assembly
The Renewables Obligation (Amendment) Order (NI) 2011 has 
been passed by the Northern Ireland Assembly, and came into 
operation on 1 April 2011. 
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EU NI Affairs Committee
EU Northern Ireland Affairs Committee visit to Northern Ireland - highlighting climate 
change impacts.

News from ESD Forum (Apr 11)
The Education for Sustainable Development Forum (ESD Forum) is a networking 
organisation that promotes a co-ordinated approach to the delivery of environmental 
education and education for sustainable development in Northern Ireland.

NI Water Environmental Forum
Looking at how NGOs and others can contribute to improving catchment based 
management. 

NIAF conference
Promoting heritage in times of financial difficulties; how can heritage contribute to a 
healthy Northern Ireland future. 

News from Sister Links
Read the latest news and reports from our Sister Links - WCL, WEL and SEL.
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Allotments Promotion
Stormont event celebrating the role of allotments and encouraging greater support 
from Assembly and Councils to promote wider uptake.

Dates for the Diary (Apr 11)
Upcoming dates now available. 

Climate Change and Health
Pre-conference dinner looked at how climate change is impacting upon health and the 
reinforcement of drivers between the two agendas. 

NIAF website submissions
Calling for NIAF website submissions! If you want anything (news, events etc) put on 
the website do feel free to contact Iona for their inclusion on the NIAF website.

re:Source deadline
We welcome your contributions for re:Source and the NIEL website. If you would like 
us to publicise your news and events, please contact Karen - 
karen@nienvironmentlink.org. The deadline is the 1st of every month.
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Assembly News (Apr 11)
The latest summary of news from the Assembly by Seán Kelly, Policy Officer, NIEL.

EU CAP Reform response
The DARD response to the EU Commission Communication Paper on CAP Reform 
has been published on the DARD website.

New Concordat endorsed
Social Development Minister Alex Attwood has received Executive endorsement for a 
new Concordat between government and the voluntary and community sector.

External Stakeholder Group
Minister Michelle Gildernew MP, MLA has announced the establishment of a 
Renewable Energy External Stakeholder Group.

Planning Bill passed
The Planning Bill, which provides for the transfer of planning powers to councils, was 
passed by the Assembly on 23 March.
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Forestry co-operation
Michelle Gildernew MP, MLA Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, has 
welcomed an initiative which will enhance co-operation between the forestry 
organisations on the island of Ireland.

Listing buildings criteria
The new criteria provides more detailed guidance on the approach followed by the 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency and for the first time provides an in depth 
explanation of the criteria referred to on listing reports.

Biodiversity Strategy review
Environment Minister Edwin Poots has announced his intention to review the Northern 
Ireland Biodiversity Strategy.

First of 20 new trains
Transport Minister, Conor Murphy, has welcomed the arrival of the first of 20 brand 
new 'Class 4000' trains at Pollock Dock, Belfast Harbour.

Belfast transport masterplan
Speaking at the Belfast One City Conference, Regional Development Minister, Conor 
Murphy, has announced that the plans for the Sustainable Transport Masterplan for 
Belfast are to move forward.
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Cities ignore CC at peril
Urban areas are set to become the battleground in the global effort to curb climate 
change, the UN has warned.

Will CC cause wars?
It's not hard to imagine international tensions bubbling over as the planet heats up, 
and defence planners have begun to pay more attention to the risk of climate-related 
conflicts.

A British Noah's Ark
Britain's climate could provide a 'Noah's Ark' for species affected by global warming in 
their own habitats.

UKCIP transfers to EA
Defra has announced that from September 2011, the Environment Agency (an agency 
of Defra) will be responsible for delivering Defra's work on adaptation. This means that 
some of UKCIP's activities will transfer to the Environment Agency.

Ice sheets fuel sea rise
Melting ice sheets in Antarctica and Greenland could overtake mountain glaciers as 
the main contributors to rising sea levels, US scientists say.
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Scotland's carbon storage
Sandstone rocks under the North Sea could store at least 15 years of all Scotland's 
CO2 emissions from power stations and create tens of thousands of new jobs, an 
industry-sponsored report has claimed.

Lord Lawson 'misleading'
Lord Lawson, the former chancellor, has been privately accused by the government's 
chief scientific adviser of making "incorrect" and "misleading" claims in his book on 
climate change.

FG adviser a sceptic on CC
Fine Gael's leading policy adviser on the environment is a sceptic on climate change, 
but said he would "absolutely not" be advising the new Minister for the Environment, 
Phil Hogan, on what he should do about it.

When will we believe in CC?
Pictures of polar bears on melting ice caps make little difference to climate campaigns 
because people do not care about global warming until it happens on their doorstep, a 
survey has found.

UKCIP Climate Digest Apr 11
For the latest (April) UKCIP Climate Digest go to: UKCIP.
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New research from WRAP
New research from WRAP shows that we throw away, on average, twice as much 
water per year in the form of uneaten food as we use for washing and drinking.

50 years of the WWF
As the World Wide Fund for Nature reaches its half-century, the Royal Mail marks the 
anniversary with a special series of stamps.

Petrol cloud's silver lining
Having to fork out more cash on the forecourt could tempt hard-pressed motorists to 
forsake the car and revert to walking or cycling.

Cycling petition launched
A petition has been launched in a bid to thwart new laws which would make wearing a 
cycle helmet mandatory in Northern Ireland.

£1m appeal to buy Welsh farm
The National Trust is launching its biggest countryside appeal for more than a decade 
to try to buy a farm and lake considered one of the most beautiful in Wales. Land at 
Llyndy Isaf is home to wealth of wildlife in a stunning setting.
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New RDC report launched
RDC has published a summary report of its work which outlines the significant positive 
impact which the organisation continues to have in rural areas.

Success for NI event!
The booming demand for new allotments, community gardens and other green spaces 
was the focus of a reception held at the Northern Ireland Assembly in Stormont on 15 
March and supported by FCFCG.

Children & built environment
Children's voices are not heard in the design of our built environment. This BHC 
project works with 9-11 year old children in the Lenadoon and Suffolk areas of Belfast, 
to give them an opportunity to think about how their environment affects them.

NICI AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the Northern Ireland Cycling Iniative will be held on 
Thursday 12 May at 6:30pm in Donegall Pass Community Centre. This is located at 25 
Apsley Street, Belfast BT7 1BL.

New publications
The Organic Centre has produced two new publications to help us all learn more about 
organic gardening.



Complete articles can be viewed online at www.nienvironmentlink.org

Irish hare under threat
The Irish hare is under threat from the European 'brown' hare, according to a study 
from Queen's University. The research has found increasing numbers of the brown 
hare have set up home in mid-Ulster and west Tyrone.

NI biodiversity conference
Experts from across the island of Ireland have called for action on biodiversity to 
safeguard the economy and quality of life.

New threat for red squirrels
Squirrel pox, which is carried by the non native grey squirrel, has been confirmed as 
the cause of death for a native red squirrel in Tollymore Forest Park in Co. Down.

Corrib pipeline goes ahead
Shell has been given permission to build a pipeline to a controversial gas field off the 
Irish coast.

NI offshore development plan
Plans to unlock renewable energy from Northern Ireland's coasts have been 
announced by the Crown Estate.
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Sirocco go-ahead
The high-profile redevelopment of one of Belfast's most historic industrial sites has 
been given the go-ahead while the property firm behind it has been in financial 
difficulties.

Save raised Irish bogs
The Irish Peatland Conservation Council is using an online petition as a means of 
raising awareness and support for Raised Irish Bogs.

Centre for Rural Excellence
Specultation is rife that OFMDFM will green light the development of a 'Centre for 
Rural Excellence' at the former Maze Prison site at Lisburn.

Funding for Burren flowers
Payments totalling almost 300,000 Euro have been approved for Burren farmers for 
producing rare and wild Burren flowers as part of a Government scheme.

And the prize goes to ...
The RSPB and Royal Town Planning Institute have announced the winners of the 
Sustainable Planning Awards which recognise the efforts of individuals and 
organisations to create a better, more sustainable future in Northern Ireland.
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Cities and Climate Change
Urban centres have become the real battle-ground in the fight against climate change 
and cities will neglect their role in responding to this crisis at their peril. This is the 
urgent message of this new UN-HABITAT's report.

Concordat report available
The Northern Ireland Executive has endorsed the recent consultation on the 
Concordat for Relationships between Government and the Voluntary and Community 
Sector Concordat at its meeting of 22nd March 2011.

Looking Back Looking Forward
This report reviews progress towards sustainable food policy in the UK from 2000 to 
2011 - the period that reflects the lifetime of the SDC.

Behaviour Change Review
The Scottish Government has published this report profiling a range of international 
initiatives aimed at encouraging people to adopt more pro-environmental behaviours.

Tomb Travel
This new publication highlights 25 of the best megalithic tombs that you can visit in 
Northern Ireland along with fantastic photography that will undoubtedly inspire you.



Complete articles can be viewed online at www.nienvironmentlink.org

Making a Difference
The Northern Ireland Rural Development Council has published a summary report of 
its work which outlines the significant positive impact that the RDC continues to have 
in rural areas.

WRAP/WWF joint report
This joint report between WRAP and the WWF contains quantification and analysis of 
the water and carbon footprint of different types of household food and drink waste in 
the UK.

Active Travel Healthy Lives
This publication presents a summary of international evidence on the health and 
economic benefits of active travel and makes recommendations on how active travel 
can become a viable, safe and attractive alternative to car use.

LIFE & European Mammals
This brochure highlights many of the actions that the EU has supported to secure the 
future of Europe's diverse range of mammals and offers a valuable overview of what 
has been achieved.

Honey Bee Colony Disorders
The UNEP has released this report which shows that bee colonies worldwide are 
under threat, with serious consequences for biodiversity and food security.
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City of Belfast Spring Fair 2011
Date: 16th April 2011
Venue: Barnett Demesne, Milltown Road, Belfast
Cost: Free

Invasive Species Ireland Forum 2011
Date: 20th April 2011
Venue: Ulster Museum
Cost: Free

Easter Family Fun and Craft Fair
Date: 24th April 2011
Venue: Castle Ward
Cost: Egg trail £1 per child, Egg hunt £1 per child, normal admission, members free

Evening Walk at Comber Greenway
Date: 5th May 2011
Venue: Comber Greenway
Cost: Free

Identification and Fieldcraft Techniques
Date: 6th May 2011
Venue: Crom Estate Newtownbutler
Cost: IEEM Members £80, Non members £160












