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Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) is the networking and forum body for non-
statutory organisations concerned with the environment of Northern Ireland. Its 58 Full 
Members represent over 90,000 individuals, 262 subsidiary groups, have an annual 
turnover of £70 million and manage over 314,000 acres of land.  Members are involved in 
environmental issues of all types and at all levels from the local community to the global 
environment.  NIEL brings together a wide range of knowledge, experience and expertise 
which can be used to help develop policy, practice and implementation across a wide 
range of environmental fields. 
 
These comments are agreed by Members, but some members may be providing 
independent comments as well. If you would like to discuss these comments further we 
would be delighted to do so. 
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Northern Ireland Environment Link has consulted its members and the comments below 
have been derived from those comments.   
 
From the Northern Ireland perspective we feel that the final two topics; Cost of embedded 
water and Impacts of low carbon energy on the environment are the most worthy of further 
work by your Commission at this time.  There was also some support for Managing air 
pollution and the Environmental impact of pharmaceuticals, but these were selected by 
fewer members.   


